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CALENDAR ITEMS
	Feb. 21
	Show on the state’s budget crisis and impact on HISD, 6:30-7:30pm

	Feb. 25
	Texas Adopt a Beach Art Competition drawings due

	March 26
	Earth Day Celebration in Nature Center, 11-2


From the desk of Mrs. shenker
To help inform parents, staff, and the community about the state’s budget crisis and the effects on HISD, the district is holding a live, call-in television show on Monday, February 21, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The show will feature a studio audience; a panel scheduled to include Board President Paula Harris, Superintendent Terry Grier, and Chief Financial Officer Melinda Garrett; and an opportunity for viewers to call, email, and Twitter their comments and questions regarding the budget review and planning process.
Please watch the show on Comcast Channel 18 or AT&T Channel 99. The show also will be streamed live on the district’s website at www.houstonisd.org. The number to call and the email and twitter addresses to share comments will be displayed throughout the hour. Parents and staff also are invited to pre-submit their comments and questions to hisd-tv@houstonisd.org or to share them in person as a member of the show’s studio audience. Individuals interested in attending the show in person should send an email to hisd-tv@houstonisd.org.
HISD will also present a “primer” on how the Texas Legislature works on Saturday, February 26. The district's second “Legislative 101,”which starts at 9:00 a.m. at the DeBakey High School for Health Professions (3100 Shenandoah, 77021), will provide participants with an update on current legislative activity, the chance to hear from top lobbyists on the most effective ways to communicate with elected officials, and details on how Houston-area school districts can work together on legislative issues impacting their students.
For planning purposes, those who expect to attend this event are asked to RSVP as soon as possible to events@houstonisd.org.

Book Fair Carnival 2011

The Book Fair was an amazing experience! We would like to thank all of our volunteers this year for all of their hard work. Diane Hoang, who outdid herself with phenomenal decorations! Thanks to Liza Dubinsky and Christine Tabrizi for fantastic Grandparents/Special Friends day and Family Night, respectively. We want to thank Tina Salem for her generous donation of extra coins for the kids! We want to thank everyone for their patience as Family Night moved from Wednesday night to Thursday night due to HISD closing the school for inclement weather. We also want to give a huge thanks to Ms. Hicks for the generous donation of her wonderful classroom to this event. Special thanks to Ms Shenker, Ann Guerra, Eddie Sikes, Teri Gerber , Amie Canfield, Sandra Ahlhorn , & Stefanie Moll for their support. The Book Fair requires a tremendous amount of volunteers and we cannot thank everyone enough for their gift of time to make the Book Fair a huge success. We love the Book Fair and hope that everyone had a great time. Thank you again!  

- Maryann Mueller and Mary Chang
Join the PTO Technology Committee
Volunteers are needed to join the newly forming PTO Technology Committee. The ROE PTO Technology Committee will analyze the fit of existing PTO systems to the school community’s needs, research alternatives, and recommend a future path. Consideration will be given to features as well as maintenance issues such as volunteer hours needed, budget, data privacy, and shared system administration. If you have technology or systems expertise and would like to help on this important initiative, please email Maria Onufrow at maria.schmitt@usa.net. The committee will meet periodically over the next few months as needed, and research can be done independently. If you don't want to be on the committee but are interested in helping maintain the PTO systems please let us know!
February is “Discover Languages” Month 
Take time to practice your español outside of the español classroom. If you go to a Latin American restaurant, order your food en español, speak to the ROE front office ladies en español, and always practice your español en casa/at home.  - Señora Vásquez

Español/Spanish Class Needs Guest Speakers
The “Español y Latino América” / “Spanish and Latin America” Wednesday elective (7:45 a.m.) class is inviting parents, grandparents, family and friends to join us as a guest speaker. If you were born, have lived, worked or travelled to a Spanish-speaking country or any other country we’d love to see you. You can share information, your experiences, pictures, etc. about a country with a group of fourth and fifth graders. Please contact Señora Vasquez at mvasque3@houstonisd.org
Science News

Dear ROE Community: Thank you so much for the wonderful response to the Science Lab! Ever since Ms. Guerra and Ms. Pittman were kind enough to put out the word in the ROE News stuff have been coming in. Of the requested resupply of plastic baggies, flashlights (any size), batteries (any size), and Popsicle sticks, all that’s needed for the current year is already in! Thank you! Special thanks as well to Ms. Geraldine McEwan and Ms. Beth Rivera for taking on the task of laundering the lab coats for the year. Our students really appreciate it! In other news the new Science Lab in the 3-5th grade wing is moving rapidly along. On completion ROE will possess a true state of the art Science Lab. Special thanks to hardworking committee members Mrs. Shenker, Ms. Pittman, Mr. Rose, and Mrs. Moore-Jones for taking on the task of planning, designing, researching, and wheeling and dealing to get ROE the best possible Lab for the money. ROE is fortunate to have such a giving community, especially in light budget troubles occurring statewide. 

In other news, your Nature Center Committee, Ms. Salem , Ms. Burns, Ms. Hester-Morley, and Mr. Tran has been hard at work raising funds and laying out a 5 year strategic plan to maximize the use of our Wildlife Habitat for our students and the larger community. Nelson Water Gardens will be working closely with Joe Blanton, our Houston Arboretum consultant, in fully developing our plan. Finally, ROE’s 2nd Annual Earth Day celebration is now set for 3/26/2011(Saturday) from 11-2pm! Look for more details in upcoming ROE News articles.  Thanks again for all you do for our learning community!  - Paul Rainn
ATTENTION ALL ROE FAMILIES!!!!!
Did you know that leukemia is the deadliest disease for kids ages 2-15? To help put a smile on the faces of those affected; we will be hosting a toy/book drive from February 15 through the 25th. All donations will go to MD Anderson Cancer Center to kids suffering from leukemia. Boxes will be placed throughout the halls for collection. Please make sure the toys are new or gently used. PLEASE NO ELECTRONICS OR STUFFED ANIMALS. Good ideas are books, puzzles, board games, card games and Legos.  The smallest thing helps, you can make a difference!

- Meghan Lu, Jose Cruz, Allison Bean, Hooria Jamal 

(Leukemia/Cancer Organizations Exhibition Groups)
Animal Endangerment

Thousands of animals are either threatened or endangered. Most of these animals are endangered because of human activity. Our exhibition group would like to make a petition intended to protect marine life. We intend to mail it to our state congressman so it can be turned into a law proposal. We would like the students, faculty members and parents from River Oaks Elementary School to sign this petition in order to help our cause. The petition will be stationed at the office, cafeteria, and other locations in the school. We thank you in advance for your support in helping endangered animals. - Layo Laniyan, Micah Morris, and Ross Ortiz

Animal Endangerment – 5th Grade Exhibition

Did you know that more than seven species of animals are endangered, and at least ten species are now extinct? We have learned this fact through our exhibition topic of Animal Endangerment, and we need your help. Now through Friday, February 18th, we are setting out boxes around the school for kids to donate things that animals might need such as bird seed, pecans/walnuts, paper towels, bleach, 33 gallon outdoor trash bags, latex gloves, batteries (all sizes), grocery gift cards, or pet store gift cards. These supplies will then be donated to Wildlife Rehabilitation and Education located in the Heights. For more information visit: http://wrande.org  We appreciate any supplies you can donate, and for that generosity we will be giving out animals stickers to any ROE student who helps out. Thanks for supporting our cause!! - Kendyll Epstein, Arlene Taylor, and Caroline Wittig

Parkinson’s Disease

Parkinson’s disease produces horrible tremors, shakes, muscle weakness, stiffness, depression, hallucinations, and is non curable. It affects mostly the elderly, and it may affect someone you know. People with Parkinson’s have to take an extreme amount of medicine, and the disease is a huge drain on resources for the family and the community. You can help people with Parkinson’s by learning more at www.michaeljfox.org and by telling others about what you learn about this disease. Thank you for your support! -Robby Lozoya & Jackson Hanna
Single Gender College Prep Academies
5th grade parents, the February 25th application deadline is fast approaching for the all male/female college prep academies being offered next year for incoming 6th  & 9th graders. A PowerPoint with information is available on the ROE website under the Parent info. The application may be downloaded off the HISD portal and a special parent meeting will be held on Saturday, February 19th at Hattie Mae White from 9:00 a.m. to noon.












